May 7, 2009

BUDGET OF THE UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2010—MESSAGE FROM THE PRESI-
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES
(H. DOC. NO. 111-3)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Appropriations
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

I have the honor to transmit to you
the Budget of the United States Govern-
ment for Fiscal Year 2010.

In my February 26th budget over-
view, A New Era of Responsibility: Re-
newing America’s Promise, 1 provided a
broad outline of how our Nation came
to this moment of economic, financial,
and fiscal crisis; and how my Adminis-
tration plans to move this economy
from recession to recovery and lay a
new foundation for long-term economic
growth and prosperity. This Budget
fills out this picture by providing full
programmatic details and proposing
appropriations language and other re-
quired information for the Congress to
put these plans fully into effect.

Specifically, this Budget details the
pillars of the stable and broad eco-
nomic growth we seek: making long
overdue investments and reforms in
education so that every child can com-
pete in the global economy, under-
taking health care reform so that we
can control costs while boosting cov-
erage and quality, and investing in re-
newable sources of energy so that we
can reduce our dependence on foreign
oil and become the world leader in the
new clean energy economy.

Fiscal discipline is another critical
pillar in this economic foundation. My
Administration came into office facing
a budget deficit of $1.3 trillion for this
year alone, and the cost of confronting
the recession and financial crisis has
been high. While these are extraor-
dinary times that have demanded ex-
traordinary responses, it is impossible
to put our Nation on a course for long-
term growth without beginning to rein
in unsustainable deficits and debt. We
no longer can afford to tolerate invest-
ments in programs that are outdated,
duplicative, ineffective, or wasteful.

That is why the Budget I am sending
to you includes a separate volume of
terminations, reductions, and savings
that my Administration has identified
since we sent the budget overview to
you 10 weeks ago. In it, we identify
programs that do not accomplish the
goals set for them, do not do so effi-
ciently, or do a job already done by an-
other initiative. Overall, we have tar-
geted more than 100 programs that
should be ended or substantially
changed, moves that will save nearly
$17 billion next year alone.

These efforts are just the next phase
of a larger and longer effort needed to
change how Washington does business
and put our fiscal house in order. To
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that end, the Budget includes billions
of dollars in savings from steps ranging
from ending subsidies for big oil and
gas companies, to eliminating entitle-
ments to banks and lenders making
student loans. It provides an historic
down payment on health care reform,
the key to our long-term fiscal future,
and was constructed without com-
monly used budget gimmicks that, for
instance, hide the true costs of war and
natural disasters. Even with these
costs on the books, the Budget will cut
the deficit in half by the end of my
first term, and we will bring non-de-
fense discretionary spending to its low-
est level as a share of GDP since 1962.

Finally, in order to keep America
strong and secure, the Budget includes
critical investments in rebuilding our
military, securing our homeland, and
expanding our diplomatic efforts be-
cause we need to use all elements of
our power to provide for our national
security. We are not only proposing
significant funding for our national se-
curity, but also being careful with
those investments by, for instance, re-
forming defense contracting so that we
are using our defense dollars to their
maximum effect.

I have little doubt that there will be
various interests—vocal and powerful—
who will oppose different aspects of
this Budget. Change is never easy.
However, I believe that after an era of
profound irresponsibility, Americans
are ready to embrace the shared re-
sponsibilities we have to each other
and to generations to come. They want
to put old arguments and the divisions
of the past behind us, put problem-solv-
ing ahead of point-scoring, and recon-
struct an economy that is built on a
solid new foundation. If we do that,
America once again will teem with new
industry and commerce, hum with the
energy of new discoveries and inven-
tions, and be a place where anyone
with a good idea and the will to work
can live their dreams.

I am gratified and encouraged by the
support I have received from the Con-
gress thus far, and I look forward to
working with you in the weeks ahead
as we put these plans into practice and
make this vision of America a reality.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 7, 2009.

————
JASON’S LAW

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. As I have previously
stated on this House floor, tragically,
on March 5, 2009, one of Schoharie
County’s citizens from my district,
Jason Rivenburg, pulled his truck into
an abandoned gas station frequently
used by truckers in South Carolina as
a rest stop, and was then and there vio-
lently and senselessly shot and mur-
dered, robbed of a meager $7.

At the time of his death, Jason was a
mere 12 miles from the destination
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that he was to arrive at, but was un-
able to make his delivery because he
was too early.

Jason Rivenburg was 35 years old,
leaving his wife Hope and son Josh be-
hind. They had just moved into a new
home. As if that stress was not enough,
shortly after his death, Jason’s widow
delivered two healthy twins—a boy
named Hezekiah, after his grandfather,
and a girl named Logan.

Rivenburg’s death sparked outrage
and an outpouring of support for the
family across our country. Truckers
and family members are demanding
that the government do more to pro-
tect truckers who risk their lives fol-
lowing rules that require that they pull
over and rest after a certain amount of
driving time.

There are few resources telling truck
drivers, who are often unfamiliar with
the local area, where a safe place to
rest might be. Moreover, there are few
safe places to rest in the first place.

Mr. Speaker, we must do more to
support these incredibly important
men and women. That is why trade
groups such as the American Truckers
Association, the Owner-Operator Inde-
pendent Drivers Association, the Com-
mercial Vehicle Safety Alliance, and
the American Moving and Storage As-
sociation, and so many more, support
H.R. 2156, Jason’s Law.

Moving freight and goods is essential
to keeping this country and our econ-
omy progressive. We must ensure that
we move on H.R. 2156, Jason’s Law, and
support this measure by honoring a
great man.

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF JEWISH AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH

(Ms. GIFFORDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GIFFORDS. I'm honored today to
be here to celebrate May as National
Jewish American Heritage Month. A
little history lesson: in 1654, 23 Jewish
refugees traveled from Brazil to
present-day New York and founded the
first Jewish communal settlement in
North America. It really wasn’t until
100 years earlier that the Spanish In-
quisition descended upon the inhab-
itants of New Spain, where Jews de-
cided to flee to Arizona, New Mexico,
and Texas, and that really marked the
beginning of a rich heritage of Jews in
the Southwest.

The Jewish community in southern
Arizona today is strong and vibrant
and we have a tremendous amount of
history. During Arizona’s territorial
years, Henry Lesinsky, a Jewish immi-
grant from Europe, immigrated to
southern Arizona and spearheaded the
copper mining business in southern Ar-
izona, and really, Bisbee of today is a
legacy of his. Another pioneer, Isadore
Solomon, a Jewish banker, founded
Valley National Bank, which today is
known as BankOne.

This week we are also recognizing
the 61st anniversary of the State of
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